
Published by Morgan Wagner  
troop392newsletter@hotmail.com    

TROOP 392 NEWS 

It’s been 5 months since my last article, so I hope I don’t make 
this so long that it bores you, Troop 392! We are about half way 
through the activities we planned for this year, so let’s think a 
few minutes about what we’ve accomplished… We had a great 
time exploring the 16 caves of Maquoketa in our first camping 
trip, we went Bigfoot hunting at the Chain o’ Lakes (who knew 
Adam was a Bigfoot!?), we renewed the T392 tradition of 
Thanksgiving with a deep fried turkey banquet at Waterfall 
Glenn in the shadow of the Argonne Labs Advanced Photon 
Source, we had plenty of snow for two days of non-stop 
sledding at Russell Woods, two days of skiing at Cascade while 
staying in a luxurious cabin at Camp Gray, and endured a day-
long outside adventure barely above zero at Klondike. The T392 
“dog” team placed 6th out of 39 with their “pimp my sled.” 
However, the leaders didn’t do as well with our 
“Klondikeathlon” event. The fuel for one of our potato cannons 
would not ignite at 5°F, the other cannon became brittle and 
shattered when it was dropped, the tennis ball catapult range 
was only 8 feet, and the rubber for the 3-man slingshots froze 
in the stretched position! Humans aren’t the only things that 
don’t work well at those temperatures! Our most recent outing 
was to Eagle Cave and I hear that was a great one, too – the 
goat trail hike was enjoyed by all. Troop 392 and I heartily say, 
“thank you,” to all the adults who organized and made possible 
these outings. 

We’ve also had some fun troop meetings this year. We did 
physics experiments in September, in October each Patrol 
scripted, storyboarded, and filmed a movie (Adam’s alter ego 
came in handy for this) on the subject of mythological beasts 
for Cinematography MB, we worked on Journalism MB in 
November, and we had a BSA idol contest in January. I’m sure 
Mrs. Corcoran will write about this, so I’ll just say our January 
court of honor was especially exciting, we have another Eagle 
Scout, Dan Corcoran, and 4 boys made Life Scout. I’m proud to 
see so many of our scouts not only aspire to the highest rank, 
but also to put in the hard work to achieve it.  

That seems like enough for half of one year, but we have more 
activities coming up: next is camping at Cantigny to climb on 
and in tanks, then the Spring Camporee where our event is 
Karaoke First Aid. I strongly encourage all our scouts who are 
below First Class Rank to make sure to attend Cantigny; there 
will be a lot of opportunity to work on requirements there. I 
also encourage our boys and our adult leaders to volunteer your 
ideas for our Karaoke 1st Aid event and encourage our leaders to 
volunteer to help run the event. Another important activity at 
the Camporee is the OA tap out ceremony. I strongly encourage 
our OA candidates (you know who you are) not to miss this. It is 
a special ceremony that you will remember for the rest of your 
life; you only have one chance to be tapped out, don’t miss it.  

In January, we made another Troop leadership transition. We 
all thank Bryan Lee for his service as SPL and wish him the best; 
he’s about to be awarded Eagle Scout Rank and will shortly age 
out of  the Troop. We’ll miss Bryan’s experience, sense of 
humor, and love of science. Fortunately, our incoming SPL, 
Vince Biangamano, is also very experienced and is doing well in 
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his new role. We recently learned that he has talents of his 
own: he won our BSA Idol contest with a guitar solo, “Enter 
the Sandman” (Metallica).  

Another event coming up that I am looking forward to is our 
outing to Fermilab to get the Nuclear Science MB. Thanks to 
Dave Lee for arranging this. I’m currently reading “The 
Making of the Atom Bomb” by Richard Rhodes and the first 
nuclear reactor was constructed right here in an unused 
squash court at the University of Chicago. Fermi built it by 
placing uranium slugs in holes drilled in graphite bricks and 
then piling the bricks in a spherical shape supported by a 
wooden frame. He called the reactor a “pile” and we have 
used the name “nuclear pile” to describe the heart of every 
reactor since then. The reactor was not enclosed as we do 
today – the only safety system was the careful calculations 
and measurements of Dr. Fermi. It’s a good thing he did his 
job well, isn’t it? Our duties today are not nearly as 
dangerous, but sometimes they are just as important and 
others are depending on us to do them well, so we should 
also “do our best to do our duty”, just like we promise to do 
in the scout oath.  

Looking ahead, I’d like to remind everyone that we have two 
weeks at Napowan this year and the deadline for the lower, 
early-bird price is coming up in March, so be prepared. We 
have a flower sale fundraiser underway to help pay for 
camp. The income from our fundraisers also supports the 
BSA council, who prepare our literature, insignia, training, 
insurance, and all the administrative details that are 
essential to the scouting program. Please do your best to do 
your duty in our fundraisers.  

Another organization we depend on to make our program 
possible is Our Savior’s United Methodist Church and the 
Men’s Club, who are our sponsor. I’m sure I’ll see you all at 
the Men’s Club’s annual Chili dinner the night of February 
23rd. Each year we set up the dining hall, serve the tables, 
and clean up afterwards and the Men’s Club donate the 
proceeds from the fundraiser to the troop. This year is the 
50th anniversary of the church. When you meet members of 
the church, please take a moment to thank them for their 
support and to wish them a happy 50th birthday.  

I can go on, but I’m taking more than my share of space; let 
me close now by congratulating all our boy scouts on their 
advancement – keep up the good work! I and the assistant 
scoutmasters are proud of your accomplishments and ready 
to help you achieve more, just let us know when you want 
our help. 

Yours in Scouting, 

Lance Baird 

Scoutmaster 
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Monthly Meeting Plan is as follows: 
2/26/08: Troop - Outing to Prairie Center for the Arts - DO NOT COME 
TO THE CHURCH - GO DIRECTLY TO THE PRAIRIE CENTER. We 
will go to their studio. This will satisfy a requirement for the Journalism 
Merit Badge. 
MARCH THEME - MILITARY/AVIATION 
3/4/08: Troop - New Scouts Meeting - Hobby Show (all scouts bring a 
hobby & be prepared to show/talk about it.  Dragons - Service; 
Scorpions - Game; Steavers - Instruction (menu planning for benefit of 
new scouts since we have to do that for the Cantigny campout 
anyways) 
3/11/08: Troop - need to review/teach first aide. Spartans - Service; 
Dragons - Game (snow soccer); Scorpions - Instruction (1st Aide) 
3/18/08:  Troop - INSPECTION; Bike Path Cleanup (unless we have 
CPR training); Steavers - Service; Spartans - Game (1st Aide Relay); 
Dragons - Instruction 
3/25/08 - NO MEETING - SPRING BREAK 
  
CALENDAR: 
This Saturday, 2/23/08 - Chili Dinner at OSUMC - All scouts attend in 
iniform. Be at the church by 5:15-5:30 & be prepared to set up, help 
cook, serve, & clean up after. SERVICE HOURS!!!!  We'll also be 
selling flowers at the church. All proceeds from flower sales at 
OSUMC will go directly to help fund camperships! Boys will be 
performing skits also. HAPPY 50th BIRTHDAY TO OSUMC! Cost: $7 
for adults, $4 all under 12, boy scouts in uniform are free. 
3/1/08: Fermi Lab outing for the Nuclear Science Merit Badge 
WOOHOO! 
There are still 7 open slots! Next week is the final week you can let 
someone know you want to go! Since we aren't meeting at the church, 
you need to tell Mr. Baird or Mr. Lee ASAP. I believe we're meeting at 
OSUMC at 9:00 am.  
3/8/08: Life to Eagle seminar for all those who are Life Scouts.  
3/9/08: Dan Corcoran's Eagle Court of Honor - all scouts invited. 
3/14-16/08: Cantigny Campout - All scouts invited! Come for the 
weekend, come for the day! Sign up now! 
3/22/08: Junior Leader Training at OSUMC. If you haven't been 
Trained yet, you need to go to this!  
3/29/08: Merit Badge Clinic at Queen of the Rosary in Elk Grove 
April - Dodge Ball - we're going to try to see if we can set something 
up against Troop 196 again. More info coming. 
April 11-13/08: Spring Camporee & OA Tap Out.  Any boys who were 
nominated will find out at this campout if they've been voted into the 
OA. Theme: Are You Smarter Than A... We're doing first aide 
karaoke! Come up with first aide themed songs with easy to remember 
melodys...set to songs like Row, Row, Row Your Boat; Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star; The Hokey Pokey... 
  
Patrol Leaders bring game ideas to next meeting at OSUMC (3/4/08)  
Also, need to call members of patrol regarding next week meeting at 
Prairie Center instead of OSUMC, & 3/4 meeting being a hobby show 
Troop Guides need to help all scouts with knots, lashings. 
Historian needs camping records from Mrs. Corcoran/Mrs. O'Connell 
so records can be updated. 

  
Inspections need to be limited to no more than 10 minutes. There will 
be prizes! INSPECTIONS ARE ALWAYS ON THE 3rd TUESDAY OF 
THE MONTH! 
  
SELL THOSE FLOWERS!!!!! 
  
Opportunities for service hours this month:  Chili dinner; help sell 
flowers at OSUMC at Chili Dinner & after church services on Sundays; 
Bike Path Cleanup. 
  
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 
 

PLC  Meeting Notes 

2008 Spring Camporee : Are you smarter than a ?  

This years Spring Camporee is planned for April 11-13
th
 at 

Adventure Camp, 3998 Knoll Road 

Rochelle, Il 61068.  Camping is free, but food and gas will 
cost $20.  Remember that this is the best time to get 
Tapped out if you are eligible for the Order of the Arrow. 

 THE EVENTS ARE: 

3 LEGGED SOCCER-----TROOP --194 

FIRE/COOK----------------TROOP--198 

LASHINGS------------------TROOP--193 

FIRST AID-------------------TROOP--392 

KNOTS-----------------------TROOP--399 

OBSTICAL COURSE-----TROOP--290 

FRISBY GOLF-------------TROOP--497 

GEOCACHING-------------TROOP--297 

 SATURDAY NIGHT 

RETIRING AMERICAN FLAG 

 TAP OUT CERMONY--PATHFINDER CHAPTER ORDER 
OF THE ARROW  

 

Spring Camporee 
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Court of Honor “Notes” 

Our January Court of Honor kept to the 
January theme of “Music” with the finals 
for the “BSA Idol” competition featuring 
Vince B. and Duncan B. in a musical 
showdown.  Besides the fun music, the 
“staff” of the Court of Honor recognized 
many new ranks: one Scout rank, three 
Tenderfoot, one Second Class, three Star, 
four Life, and one Eagle.  Wow!  In 
addition our Scouts were on “key” earning 
a total of 23 merit badges, and our troop 
received the 2007 Centennial Quality Unit 
Award. 

 

Life to Eagle Seminar 

Life Scouts and their parents are all invited to 
attend the Life to Eagle seminar hosted by NWSC 
on Saturday, March 8. This valuable 2 hour 
meeting will help Scouts and parents understand 
the steps to achieve the highest rank in Scouting, 
the Eagle Rank.  Whether you have a long way to 
go or are about to do a project, this session will 
help you.  To encourage participation, I will treat 
you all to breakfast at Dunkin’ Donuts and give you 
a ride to the seminar.  Meet me at the OSUMC 
parking lot at 9:00AM on Saturday, March 8, and 
we’ll head out together.  The time we spend 
together will be worth it!  Parents are strongly 
encouraged to come.  Assistant Scoutmasters, 
especially those supporting patrols with Life 
Scouts, should also try to attend.  Please call me if 
you plan to attend – there is no space limit but we 
do need to have materials prepared for all 
attendees so we need to know you are coming!  
We should be home by about 12:45PM.   -Mrs. 
Corcoran, 847-885-2493 or 
megcorcoran@comcast.net 

 

Celebrate our Latest  Eagle 
Dan Corcoran would like to invite all Troop 392 families to his 
Eagle Court of Honor, Sunday, March 9

th
, at 2:00PM at 

OSUMC.  Dessert and drinks will be served after the ceremony. 

 
Merit Badge Clinic  
Merit Badge Clinic is Coming! 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 29
th
 for the Spring Merit 

Badge Clinic!  It is being held at Queen of the Rosary Church in 
Elk Grove Village.  This is a great place to start if you are a brand 
new Boy Scout, since there will be a “How to Earn a Merit Badge” 
session for youth and parents, followed by the Fingerprinting 
Merit Badge session, which can be your very first Merit Badge!  
More seasoned Scouts can attend sessions designed to get them 
started on some important Eagle Required merit badges.  Adults 
can attend Youth Protection training, Climb on Safely, and other 
short adult training sessions.  Any Scout who has completed the 
work on a merit badge can come and meet with a merit badge 
counselor to complete the badge and get the badge signed off.  If 
you have any questions, please call Mrs. Corcoran, 847-885-
2493 or megcorcoran@comcast.net. 

 

CANTIGNY  

Our next camping trip will be to Cantigny, which is 

located in Wheaton, IL, just south of Roosevelt Rd. on 

Winfield Rd.  The cost is only $20 to cover food. Some of 

the activities we'll be doing will be numerous scout skills, 

such as compass course, backpack hike, & cooking.  

We'll also try to work on other rank advancement 

requirements. There is also a military museum & 

numerous tanks that the boys will have fun climbing on 

(weather permitting). The boys all need to wear their 

Class A uniforms for the weekend so we get into the 

museum for free. Remember, we camp rain or shine! 

Come for the weekend or come for the day. Parking & 

the museum are free as long as we're in uniform.  I hope 

to see everyone on this campout! 

 

Web-Master Up-Date  

 

If you have anything for the website please email it to 

morganerap95@hotmail.com since it is so bare! 

mailto:megcorcoran@comcast.net
mailto:morganerap95@hotmail.com
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Flower Sales!  
 

FLOWER SALES have already started! This is a 

wonderful way to build up your Scout Accounts to 

help pay for camping trips - especially Napowan!  

Feel free to make photocopies of the order sheets & 

get out there & sell! They'll be delivered to my 

house the week of May 19th. Some people ask "Why 

do we get them so late?" My reply to that is, "Think 

about where we live & our weather. Do you want to 

spend money on these beautiful flowers only to have 

a late frost hit & kill them?"  I want my driveway 

OVERFLOWING with flowers this year!!!  So, talk 

to your parents, relatives, friends, neighbors, 

teachers & SELL THOSE FLOWERS!!! 

Mrs. Meyer 

Napawon  
 

It's time to start thinking about Summer Camp! This 

year we have two different weeks available to 

choose from, but you need to sign up ASAP in order 

to get the best rate! We have WEEK 1 (June 15-21) 

and WEEK 4 (July 6-12). Go either week or both 

weeks! If you sign up & pay (cash/check/scout acct) 

by March 11th, you pay only $235 per week! If you 

sign up & pay after then but before 4/15, you pay 

$260 per week. If you sign up & pay after that, you 

pay $290 per week. 

 
Napowan is a great place to get some rank 

advancement requirements done! It's a terrific place 

to earn merit badges, too! Some of them are Eagle 

required like Swimming & Environmental Science! 

Some merit badges have prerequisites that have to 

be done before camp, but some can be done in their 

entirety right at camp during the week! All 

registered scouts can go! So be sure to sign up 

ASAP so you can get the best rate! 

 

Mrs. Meyer 

From The Outings Chair 

TO THERE & BACK AGAIN 
Here we are at the end of February and the outings 
just keep happening! Six weeks into the year and 
we've already had THREE trips! 

  
To bring in the New Year, we had 24 Scouts & parents 
at Camp Gray to go skiing at Cascade Mountain. This 
year, were able to open up the trip so that we could ski 
two days instead of just one, without a lot of additional 
cost. With lots of snow & good weather, everyone had 
a great time. And, we are already booked for next 
year! 

  
Next on the list was Klondike. This annual event is 
help at Camp Lakota and the themewas Siberian 
Adventure. As cold as it was, we thought we were 
actually in Siberia! The troop was represented by 5 
boys (one 8th grader, three 7th graders, and one 6th 
grader) and they did very well in the competitions! 
They came in sixth out of over 30 patrols participating. 
Next year, if we plan ahead, we can spend the 
weekend & work towards earning the Frostfire patch! 

  
Finally, in February, we went to Eagle Cave. Spending 
two days in a cave was a new experience for some of 
the boys. So was the 2-1/2 mile "Death Hike" on the 
Mountain Goat Trail that Mr. Adame lead on Saturday 
afternoon. Talking to the boys, I tihnk the trip will be on 
our agenda a lot more in the future. 

  
Speaking of the future, the next few months are just as 
full of activities. In March, there are two activities 
happening. First, there is a day outing on Saturday, 
March 1st, to Fermi Lab in Batavia. The purpose is for 
the boys to work on the Nuclear Science Merit Badge. 
Contact Mr. Lee for more details about this. Later in 
the month, March 14-16, the troop is heading to 
Cantigny in Wheaton. Keeping with the military theme 
for March, the grounds contain a museum for the First 
Army Division (with more than a dozen tanks to climb 
on)!  See Mrs. Meyer's article for more details. 

  
In April we have the District Camporee! May has two 
more outings, including the New Scout Campout (this 
is mandatory for all scouts new to the troop).  And, 
don't forget about Camp Napowan in June & July. See 
Mrs. Meyer's article for more details on this. 

  
Finally, I want to thank the boys. You are learning to 
sign up early for the outings. This makes it a lot easier 
for the leaders to get things planned. And, with all of 
our outings, this is definitely a good thing! 

  
If you have any questions or comments about a 
specific trip, or outings in general, please don't 
hesitate to contact me. 

  
GOOD CAMPING TO ALL!! 

  
Jim Meyer 
Outings Chairman 

 


