
 

 

Our next Court of Honor is May 27
th
.  All merit badges and ranks earned since the January Court Of 

Honor will be handed out at that time (though the date of the rank or merit badge is the date it was 
completed, not the date it is handed out at the Court of Honor).  Scouts hoping to receive ranks should 
complete the requirements as early as possible, no later than May 13.  Then contact Mr. Baird to 
schedule a Scoutmaster Conference (SM Conf).  Once the SM Conf is scheduled, please contact me or 
Mrs. O’Connell to schedule your Board of Review (BOR) in time to receive their new rank at the Court of 
Honor.  (We try to complete the Scoutmaster Conferences and BORs during troop meetings, and with so 
many new Scouts, we may need to add additional times.)  Parents:  Scheduling the SM Conf and BOR is 
an important part of your son’s leadership development.  Please help him understand that he needs to do 
this to complete his rank (i.e. you should not try to schedule it for him.)  New Scouts may want to earn 
Tenderfoot by this Court of Honor, but should not be discouraged if they don’t since it is a lot of material 
to cover. I look forward to seeing all our Scouts receiving well earned recognition at the Court of Honor! 

                  -Mrs. Corcoran 

 

 



Great news! The 2008 revision Boy Scout handbooks are on order and should arrive by April 15!  The Scout 
Shop has 14 on order for our Troop, so there will be enough for everyone.  If you would like to buy one of these 
on order, please contact me.  If you bought a new one that is not the 2008 revision, you can return it as long as 
you have not written in it.   

 –Mrs. Corcoran 

 

                                         A WEEKEND IN CANTIGNY 

                                                   By Dennis Adame 

Where Are the 2008 Boy Scout Handbooks?? 
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               Have you ever been to Cantigny Park to see the First Division Army display? Troop 392 went there on 

March 14 to the 18th  and it was one of the best scout campouts. The weekend was cold and muddy but still very 

fun.  

 

Saturday morning after breakfast the scouts went on a five-mile hike. They walked down a little 

muddy trail.  There was a big hill to climb called Mount Hoy at Blackwell Forest Preserve that used to be a land-

fill that’s been closed for a long time now. Along the way the new scouts identified birds and also did a compass 

course to earn their Tenderfoot. The scouts then turned the hike into a service project by cleaning up garbage 

along the side of the road and picking up cans for Jordan’s Eagle project. The hike took about three hours. After 

the hike it was time for lunch at the campsite. 

 

Then Saturday afternoon the scouts went to the museum which was very, very cool. There were lots of 

guns, gas masks and some cool grenades to look at. There were a couple of war scenes that were pretty interest-

ing. One of them was set up like D-Day. You could sit in a U-boat and then storm the beach. A little door opens 

and you run onto the beach like a solider. You really learned a lot about World War II. Once the scouts got out of 

the museum they had fun climbing on some of the tanks. The tanks date back to World War I and to the war to-

day.  

 

After the museum the scouts went back to camp and made dinner. While trying to cook their steaks, 

the propane leaked and the stove caught on fire. It was pretty awesome. Fortunately no one got hurt. They 

learned a good lesson. Because the propane tank was not hooked up the right way, the leak caused the fire and it 

was thanks to Mr. Baird’s quick thinking of knocking the tank off from the way it was sitting that broke it loose 

and the fire was put out. They ended up cooking their steaks over the campfire instead. Later on they made 

s’mores over the campfire.  

 

Sunday morning the scouts woke up, took down camp and headed home after breakfast. Cantigny Park 

was a lot of fun.  

 

Attention Troop # 392!!!!!!! 

Hey All, 

Spring is here and I am doing a garden or 3 this year and am lQQking for people to save me some soil conditioners to add 

to the soil. Any of the above stuff will work, coffee grounds, tea-bags, egg shells ect. I can and will provide large coffee 

cans to store the WASHED shells in as well as the tea-bags and coffee grounds in. Please let me know as most of you I see 

almost every week. I may be doing a composter and a wormery as well, and will need some grass clippings(non-fertalized), 

green manures, and some others stuff. Feel free to let me know if you can help out. There may be a tomato or 2 that I can 

spare for ya. 

thanks for your time! 

 Kevin Miller 

 



Welcome to our 15 new Scouts!  Our new patrol, the Eagles, is off to a great start!  Many 
members of our troop attended the Merit Badge Clinic on March 29 – many thanks to the 
adults from our troop who went as Merit Badge Counselors.  And “Congratulations!” to the 
Scouts who earned merit badges!  So far I have received 20 completed Merit Badge applica-
tions from our Scouts – remember, Scouts, when you complete a merit badge it is not done 
until it is turned in to the Advancement Chair (me)! 

  

For our new Scouts and parents, there is a lot to learn about Boy Scout advancements.  The 
key to remember is that here the Scout is responsible for his own advancement.  Our troop 
leaders will plan activities that will help all the new Scouts complete their first three ranks, 
Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class in about a year, depending on how much effort 
the scout puts in.  Advancements in Boy Scouts runs at the pace of each Scout.  The only 
deadline is that Eagle must be completed before the 18th birthday.  Each boy should move at 
his own pace and his own comfort level for new things. 

  

Parents new to the troop often wonder what they should be doing – coming from Cub Scouts, 
many of you are used to doing it all.  Well, sit back and relax.  Your job is easy now – you ba-
sically are a cheerleader and chauffeur from here on out.  Remind your son to check the 
website (bastroop392.org) for upcoming events, help him get there on time, and ask him how 
you can help him.  That’s it, just ask questions.  Questions like “What did you do at the meet-
ing?”  “Did that fulfill any rank requirements?” “Where is your book – did you look at your 
book to see what the requirements are?” “Did you go to a leader to get the requirement 
signed off yet?”  I strongly encourage you to ask him questions, not to tell your scout what he 
needs to do.  Some Scouts will take to this “boy run” concept quickly, others will need to wait 
until they realize their parent isn’t doing all the work anymore.  And if the troop leaders see 
that a boy is not taking care of their own advancements, trust me, we will help him.  (We’ll 
ask the same questions you could ask: Where is your book? Have you done anything that 
can be signed off? What else do you need to do?)  Parents, you can always ask us leaders 
questions, too.  The better you know the program, the more help you can be to your son and 
the other Scouts. 

  

Congratulations to our three latest Eagle Scouts: Bryan Lee, Peter Srodulski, and Anish 
Patel!  These three boys are role models for all of our younger Scouts. 

  

Several troop leadership positions are specifically focused on helping younger scouts, in par-
ticular the Senior Patrol Leader (SPL), Assistant SPLs, and our Troop Guides, so new Scouts 
can look to any of these youth leaders for help.  But we expect the Eagle, Life and Star 
Scouts to act as role models, as well, so new Scouts should be comfortable going up to any 
Scout wearing a Star, Life, or Eagle rank patch and asking him for help with a knot, first aid, 
or any other advancement requirement.   

  

                            -Mrs. Corcoran, T392 Advancement Chair 
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ketball backboard in order to get a 

player back in the game & make a bas-

ket to get all their players back in; 

sometimes if a boy caught a ball, the 

player who threw it was out.  There 

was a time where Troop 392 & Troop 

297 teamed up against Troop 196 for a 

couple of games. At the end, it was the 

boys against the adults. Talk about 

grueling!!!  Out of the 20 boys from 

our troop who attended, 11 of those 

boys were NEW SCOUTS!!!! All of 

the new scouts who attended, fulfilled 

their first fitness requirement for Ten-

derfoot while at Enders-Salk. WAY 

TO GO EAGLES!!! 

  

"Sam" Meyer 

  

Friday, April 4th, found 20 scouts & a 

number of parents from Troop 392, 

along with a number of boys & adults 

from Troop 297 & Troop 196 in a 

seemingly never-ending dodge-ball 

match! I'm sure a good time was had 

by all. I lost count of the number of 

games that were played after ten!!! All 

three troops teamed up & mixed it up 

to play various versions of the game - 

sometimes the boys had to hit the bas-

NAPOWAN is coming!!! Here we 
are, already in April! Two more 
months, and we'll be at the first 
session for Napowan! Camping, 
Swimming, Duty Rosters, Flag 
Ceremonies, Eating under the Din-
ing Tent, Merit Badges, Icees, 
Trading Post, Pirate Night, Flint-
lock...the list goes on & 
on.  There's no end to the fun you 
can have at Napowan!  The infor-
mation folders will be distributed 
within the next couple of weeks. 
Boys - start thinking of what merit 

badges you want to do! Parents, be 
sure your son(s) sign up to partici-
pate in this awesome experi-
ence!  Payments are past due for 
those who had signed up before 
March 11th. Anyone who signs up 
after March 11th, will pay $260. 
This is still a great price for the 
program they put on at Napowan. 
It includes a week of camping, 
food, merit badges, fun, fellow-
ship, & service. You can't find a 
better deal to help your son 
grow!  A few camperships are 

available. Arrangements can be 
made. Speak with Larry Bauer or 
Conrad Pritscher. I am leading the 
first week at Napowan & Mr. 
Miller is leading the fourth week. 
Mrs. O'Connell is also helping out 
by talking with the boys about the 
merit badges offered. Feel free to 
talk with any one of us if you have 
any questions. 
  
"Sam" Meyer 

Napawon Is Coming! 

Dodge Ball 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Troop Meeting 
2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 
Troop Meeting 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 
Troop Meeting 

16 17 

PLC 

18 19 

Regu-

20 21 22 
Troop Meeting 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 
Troop Meeting 

30 4-1 
Overnighter 
sig-up Dead-
Line 

  

April 2008 

 
The next newsletter will be published in 
April; Morgan requested articles to him by 
4/4, the night of our dodgeball competition 
with Troop 297.  
 
Annual dues are to be paid asap, $40 per 
scout, $35 if younger sibling. 
 
We need volunteers to man the flower sale 
table at OSUMC services on 3/30 and 4/6 
for ~2-3 service hours each Sunday.  
 
We will attend the Schaumburg Flyers game 
6/12, Morgan is arranging. Other dates are 
7/27 and 8/18 and the lock in at Alexian 
Field is 8/23.  
 
Morgan is checking on lock in at Lifetime 
fitness for one of the last 3 weekends in 
May. 2 hours climbing wall, 2 hours pool, 
and remainder of overnight in Gym. Fee 
$20/scout, $7 each additional family mem-
ber.  
 
District Philmont arrangements for 
7/23/2009 are in progress, contact the 
council if you are interested. I am! 
 
YIS, 
-Mr. Baird 

Attendees: Dennnis Adame, Morgan Wagner, Jordan 
Meyer, Duncan Baird, Josh Ruane, Bobby Robaina, Mike 
Przeslicke 
Mr. Goffinski, Mr.Bauer, Mr. Adame, Mrs. Meyer, Mr. Baird 

 
Theme for April meetings is games/
computer programming. The PLC has 
planned computer game programming con-
test using Multimedia Fusion. Each patrol 
will spend the month preparing a computer 
game. At the end of the month, the adult 
leaders will play the games, judge them for 
quality, excitement, and originality and 
choose a winner. We will need laptops and 
the following scouts volunteered to try to 
supply one each: Morgan, Duncan, Bobby, 
Dennis, Mike Einec. Mike P. will bring copy 
of MM Fusion software. 
 
The meeting plan for the month is: 
4/1: Flower Orders are due, Game software 
loading and training, Patrol Meetings to 
prepare flag, yell, patches, (and PL/APL if 
needed) and Menu Planning for the Cam-
poree 
4/8: Youth Protection Training (moved from 
4/1), Favorite dessert competition by pa-
trols(winning recipe goes to camporee) 
4/15: Maybe town hall visit (Morgan arrang-
ing), game programming, Patrol meetings 
for flags, yell, patches 
4/22: Maybe town hall visit (Morgan arrang-

ing), Menu planning for Survivor campout, 
game programming 
4/29: Game contest judging, New Scout 
menu planning 
 
Patrol duties:  
(service/game/instruction) 
4/1: Scorpions/Steavers (dodgeball)/
Spartans 
4/8: New Patrol/Scorpions (3 legged soc-
cer)/Steavers 
4/15: Dragons/New Patrol (tbd)/Scorpions 
4/22: Spartans/Dragons (King of Circle)/
New Patrol 
4/29: Steavers/Spartans (capture the flag)/
Dragons 
 
The troop guides and ASM's will be pre-
pared to work with the new patrol on 
T/2nd/1st rank requirements during each 
meeting.  
 
Mr. Baird will bring list of adult leaders reg-
istered to be MB counselors so that older 
boys can work on MB's while younger ones 
work on rank.  
 
It was proposed to split the Scorpions and 
new scout patrols into 2 separate patrols 
each - Patrols to discuss and vote on pro-
posal at next meeting.  

Inside Story Headline 
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Sc h e du l e  o f  
Ev e n t s  

 15-Troop Meeting 

 17-PLC 

 19—Regular Napawon Fee Dead-

line 

 22—Troop Meeting 

 29—Troop Meeting 

 May.2nd —Overnighter Sign-Up 

deadline 
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This is about the Pathfinder District Merit Badge Clinic that met 

March 29, 2008 at the Queen of the Rosary Catholic School 

from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  What I recognized was that there 

were few Troop 392 scouts besides me.  Many of the scouts were 

in other troops.  I would say that about ninety percent were new 

scouts. 

  

The "How to Earn a Merit Badge" class was interesting.  You 

can pick a badge, pick a partner, and go for it!  Other important 

merit badge steps include reviewing the badge require-

ments.  Requirements are often updated.  The latest requirements 

are online at http://www.usscouts.org/mb/mbindex.asp.  You 

also need to find a merit badge counselor, get the merit badge 

form, and of course DO the requirements for the badge.  Once 

you have everything together, you can contact the counselor, re-

view the requirements, and get the merit badge form 

signed.  Then you can cheerfully turn the form in to Mrs. Coch-

ran. 

 I think I know why the new scouts did the Fingerprinting Badge 

first.  It was because all you have to do is fingerprint your fin-

gers and answer a couple of questions.  There are many merit 

badge counselors.  My dad is signing up to be a counselor for 

electronics, electricity, cycling and personal fitness. 

  

I wasn't there when they talked about going from Life Scout to 

Eagle Scout, but I'm sure going from life to eagle is not easy. 

  

The refreshments were handy.  There was coffee, hot chocolate, 

and doughnuts among other items for sale.   

  

All in all , the Merit Badge Clinic was a successful day, giving 

me and other scouts a good start on earning merit badges. 

  

-- Zachary Cox 

BSA 

Website 

Www.

bsatroop392.

org 

Be prepared 

Boy Scout Troop 392 

365 Apache Lane 

Hoffman Estates IL 60169 

Phone: 847-310-9717 

Fax: 847-310-9717 

Email: troop392news@aol.com 

B S A 
Spring Merit Badge Clinic 

Overnighter 

Are you ready for troop 392’s Lock-In at 

Life Time Fitness? I am! This is a family 

event for the scouts! Everyone is wel-

come! You mat stay up all night of 

sleep! It is just $25.00 a scout and 

$10.00 for an adult or sibling! There will 

be pizza for dinner and donuts in the 

morning! There will also be snacks 

through out the night! So grab you swim 

suit, balls and anything else and come on 

down to Life Time Fitness on May 16, 

2008 at 6:00 P.M.! We will leave at 6:00 

A.M. on Saturday! So get those forms on 

ASAP! You don’t want to miss the fun! 

There will be 2 hours of swimming and 

rock climbing! If you have any ques-

tions, feel free to contact Morgan Wag-

ner at 847-310-9717 OR mor-

ganearp95@hotmail.com! Be sure to 

register by the 2nd of may!  

 

Thanks, 

 

 

Morgan Wagner 

 


